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“If the world were ending tomorrow, I'd still plant a tree today.”— Otto Frank

INTRODUCTION

Before the war that would take his wife and family, and before publishing the diary that would
make his family world famous, Otto Frank was an average businessman. He found himself stuck
in a marriage he himself described as ““a business arrangement,” had two daughters with whom
he was not able to spend as much time as he wanted, and worked too many hours as the presi-

dent of the Opekta Company in Amsterdam, trying to provide for his family.

World War II changed everything for Otto. When his eldest daughter Margot was ordered in a letter to
report to the Nazis in 1942, Otto Frank abandoned his business, and took his family into hiding where they
remained for more than two years. Tragically, they were eventually betrayed, and sent off to the concentration
camps. Separated from his wife and children, Otto knew nothing of what happened to them until months after the
war. For the first time in his life he was completely alone, cut off from everything he had known or held dear.

While in Auschwitz, Otto befriended a fellow prisoner many years his junior. Otto suggested that they
spend their time discussing food, theater, literature—any subject other than the situation into which they had
been thrust. Otto made one request of his friend: “Call me Papa Frank,” he asked, “because that’s who I am.”
With everything else taken from him, Otto realized that his role as a father was more important to him than any-
thing else in his life.

Tragically, though Otto himself survived the Holocaust, his wife and children did not. His daughters,
who had openly wished for a closer relationship with their father, would never benefit from his rediscovered love
and need for fatherhood. When he returned to Amsterdam, almost nothing remained of his children, his family, or
his former life. All he found were memories...and a diary.

When Otto Frank decided to publish his daughter’s diary in 1947, he could not have known just how
influential it would become. Millions of people all over the world read, and were moved, by Anne’s thoughts and
experiences. Though dead, her words kept her memory and experiences alive.
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AND THEN...THE LETTERS STARTED TO ARRIVE.

Over the years, thousands of people found themselves so moved by Anne’s words that they wrote to Otto, seeking
to get closer to the story. Otto wrote back to each and every one. While that exchange was sufficient for most
correspondents, for a select few, it proved to be only the beginning of a long and intimate relationship with a man
who offered guidance, support, advice, and love.

These remarkable exchanges form the backdrop for Otto’s Children, a documentary about a man who had
fatherhood taken from him, and the handful of people across the globe who helped him get it back.

The documentary will explore the life of Otto Frank, told from the point of view of those who grew to
know him intimately. We will hear from his step daughter and nephew, as well as a small group of devotees who
started out as strangers to him and each other, and ended up members of a select fraternity of world citizens
adopted by Otto Frank, and who became his second family.

As we hear from each of these people, and learn their stories and insights, a moving and complete picture
of Otto Frank unfolds that has never been seen or told before on screen. Viewers will see how joy can come from
the saddest of circumstances, and how it is truly never too late for a second chance.

As one of the best-selling and most widely read books in the entire world, The Diary of Anne Frank has
touched millions of people, and kept the lessons of the Holocaust alive for generations. Otto’s Children will
become an important chapter in that ongoing story, and will allow the Frank family’s message to continue to
educate and inspire people for generations to come.
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ABOUT TEAM CREATIONS

TEAM was formed in 1992 by a small group of television professionals dedicated to providing outstanding
production services to the broadcast and cable industry. Today, TEAM is a diversified media company that is
recognized as a prime choice for television production services, media asset management , and quality original
programming.

TEAM Creations is the division of TEAM that develops and produces documentaries, series, special
projects and marketing/promotion campaigns for broadcast, cable, and new media distribution. Our programs
and campaigns have received national awards and recognition, and earned impressive ratings for clients including
the Discovery Networks, The History Channel, PBS, Fox News, BBC America, and USA TODAY.

ANDREW WALWGORTH

Andrew Walworth is president of TEAM Creations. Over the past 25 years, he has designed, written and produced
a number of critically acclaimed series, specials and documentaries. Currently, he is executive producer of three
public television series: Think Tank with Ben Wattenberg, Moneywise with Kelvin Boston and Wine, Food &
Friends with Karen MacNeil.

His PBS documentaries and specials include Heaven on Earth: The Rise & Fall of Socialism (2004),
Traveling Smart With Rudy Maxa (2002), The Big Band Sound of WWII (2001), The First Measured Century
(2000), Yogi Berra: Déja vu All Over Again (1999) and The Stockholder Society (1999).

In 2002-2003, he was a consultant for primetime scheduling of PBS YOU, the PBS digital channel.
During his tenure, carriage increased by 80 percent to more than 45 million households, and viewer ship more
than tripled. In 2004 he served as a member of the Arab Media Working Group of the US Institute for Peace,
examining issues related to journalism and public diplomacy.

He also produced the PBS series American Interests and Techno Politics, the weekly financial series
Money Politics hosted by Jim Glassman for Washington, DC’s WJLA/7, and the interview series What I’'ve
Learned for The Learning Channel.

He has also been a consultant to numerous media organizations, including Liberty Media, Reader’s
Digest, Maryland Public Television, Houghton Mifflin, the PBS Business Channel, the PBS Adult Learning
Service, PBS You, The McLaughlin Group, and the Voice of America.
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DAVID C. TAYLOR

David Coxon Taylor is an executive producer at TEAM Creations. He has produced more than 100 films and
programs for the likes of BBC, Channel 4 London, PBS, The History Channel and TLC. Mr. Taylor was pro-
ducer on Wheeler on America (BBC), Cancer Wars (PBS), The Johnson Tapes, (Channel 4 London/The History
Channel/TLC), Roger Coleman: A Miscarriage of Justice? (BBC) Louise Woodward (Court TV) and others.

Over the years David Taylor has won numerous awards for his work, including a Royal Television
Society Award for his film on the Aleutian Islands, a George Foster Peabody Award for Excellence in Journalism
for Hello Mr. President: LBJ After Dallas, three New York Film Festival Awards, a Cini and a Telly Award for
October Fury (The story of Soviet submariners during the Cuban Missile Crisis), three Bronze Eagle Awards at
the NYC Film Festival for the four-hour FDR: A Presidency Revealed, seven national Emmy Nominations, and
one National Emmy Award for Chasing Demons.

He also executive produced five hours of programming for The History Channel on former President
Ronald Reagan that included the two-hour documentary Reagan: A Legacy Remembered. The film featured
extensive interviews with Nancy Reagan, Ron Reagan Jr., Patti Davis, Mikhail Gorbachev, and President George
W. and George H. W. Bush.

COREY FINKLE

Corey Finkle is a writer/producer for TEAM Creations. His most recent projects include Tyrants on Trial, a one-
hour documentary for The History Channel on the Saddam Hussein trial, and how it compares to other similar
proceedings throughout history, and From All Sides, a one-hour series pilot for The History Channel telling the
story of the Battle of Hue from the perspectives of those who were there, both Vietnamese and American.

He has also served as a promotional campaign producer for several national networks, including BBC
America (Mile High, Night Detective, Waking the Dead) TLC (Going Hollywood, Little People, Big World),
Discovery Health Channel (Dr. G: Medical Examiner), TVOne (Capital City Classic, 2006 Upfronts), and
National Geographic Channel (Avalanche Rescue Dogs, Attack of the Locusts.)



